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Edelfelt at Kamp's. He began to talk of my
father at once, whom he had seen as a boy in his
parents' house in Tavastehus, and said that he
remembered his appearance so well that he could
have drawn him at a moment's notice. Recollec-
tions of the town, where we had both spent our
childhood, created a friendly atmosphere from the
first between Edelfelt and myself, but there could
be no question of a closer intimacy between us.
Edelfelt was more than ten years my senior and
already an acknowledged master in his sphere, I
was only a promising young man. We became
friends only later, in the go's, but I cannot claim
that our friendship was ever Intimate. The differ-
ence in age, especially as it was not made up for
by common interest in our work, meant ever so
much more in my youth than it does to-day."

Young Sibelius' first meeting with Zachris
Topelius, the great romantic author and former
Principal of Helsingfors University, was not nearly
so happy.

" Topelius was once invited by Martin Wegelius
to the hospitable house of the head of the musical
academy in Helsingfors. Wegelius introduced me
to Topelius as a promising young composer,
whereupon the kind old man asked me to play one
of my compositions to him. On Wegelius' advice
I decided to play my romance for the violin in
B minor,

" Wegelius sat down at the piano, and I was
preparing to draw my bow across the strings, when